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Abstract 
 

My talk will bring together food system thinking, sustainability metrics and resilience concepts. I will argue 
that strategies aimed at enhancing resilience by increasing robustness of, and/or recovery to the status 
quo of food system outcomes are inherently unsustainable, whereas accepting a different set of outcomes 
can both enhance resilience and be more sustainable. This will however need a shift from the ongoing 
productionist paradigm underpinning ‘meeting demand’ to one more related to ‘managing demand’. It 
will also require negotiation between a broader set of food system actors than is currently the norm. 
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